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dence. This movement went farthest in Germany, where the
reign of violence and the weakness of the Government were
particularly pronounced, while in France the rise of royal power
increasingly restored peace and restricted municipal autonomy.
In England, where conditions were more peaceful, urban develop-
ment was much slower than in Germany, except in London,
and the English towns were always firmly under the control of
the central government. Some of the German town-republics
achieved a remarkable development of wealth and civilization
which aroused the greatest admiration of such foreign observers
as Aeneas Silvius, Machiavelli and Bodin. The German mer-
chants for some time played a paramount role in English trade
and finance, and Edward III even pawned the Crown of England
to them for a loan. Many German towns, moreover, became
great seats of industry and the Germans excelled in many crafts
and manufactures. The fundamental differences in the social
structure of the nations also expressed themselves in the sphere
of industrial evolution. In Germany the great demand for
armour, swords and other implements of war, together with
natural conditions,1 stimulated the rise of the iron and metal
industries, of mining, and of machinery for these productions.
The Free City of Nuremberg became the foremost place in Europe
for mechanical products. In England natural and social
conditions fostered the rise of sheep farming and later of the
cloth industry. In France the ascent of royalty to power was
connected with the development of artillery for the royal army,
and of such luxury industries for the Court and the aristocracy
as silk, glass and porcelain. The national peculiarities in the
field of industry which developed many centuries ago to some
extent still characterize the economic life of the nations at the
present day.
5. THE DEVELOPMENT OF MODERN MILITARISM
One of the most important factors which fostered the rise of
modern nationalism was militarism. This term is commonly
used in as vague and misleading a way as nationalism. The
two concepts are sometimes almost identified, and sometimes
entirely dissociated, for instance, when Gandhi is called a
nationalist, though he is certainly quite opposed to any sort of
1 In the old times the most important materials were for smelting charcoal and
wood, and for hammering hydraulic power. Germany was much richer than England
both in forests and in water-power, and this too accounts for her early development
of the mechanical industries*